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UDC 378 

APPLICATION OF THE METHOD OF MIND MAPS IN THE 

PROCESS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES TEACHING 

Fandieieva A. Ye.  

Kharkiv National Automobile and Highway University, Kharkiv 

 

A pressing problem of modern didactics is the discrepancy between the 

growing amount of educational information and the amount of study time. As the 

way of increasing study time is exhausted, it is necessary to intensify the learning 

process, increase the saturation of the classes. This can be achieved, in particular, 

through the use of graphic visualization and modern means of its development and 

presentation. The presence of graphic clarity ensures the transition from the general 

to the partial, that is, consistent with the normal development of intelligence. But the 

realization of this problem raises a set of problems, the possibilities of which are not 

obvious. 

Although the idea of concentrated information in the form of schemes was not 

new, its popularization began only in the second half of the twentieth century by the 

English psychologist Tony Buzan [1], who made a lot of efforts to spread this 

technology, introduced the concept of "Mind Maps" or "mental maps", systematized 

their use, developed rules and principles of their construction. Mind Map is a simple 

but unique tool that allows you to expose information to efficient processing for 

better structuring. "Mind Map" is a technique for presenting any process or event, 

thought or idea in a complex, systematic, graphic form. Such visual presentation of 

information makes it possible to get a complete picture of the phenomenon or 

process, to see the meaning, cause and effect or associative connections between 

concepts, between parts and the whole. Graphic presentation of information is more 

visual than the traditional presentation of thought in written words, which can 

overload the brain with unnecessary information and focus. The effectiveness of the 

"Mind Maps" is explained by the fact that thought processes in the human brain can 

be graphically depicted in the same way. When using "Mind Maps" we seem to try 
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to draw our thinking [3]. When compiling "Mind Maps" it is necessary to follow 

certain recommendations concerning, on the one hand, their content and design and, 

on the other, their structure. With regard to the first requirement, it is the use of a 

central image, frequent use of graphic images, the optimal representation of all 

elements and their placement, clear expression of opinion, the principle - one 

keyword per line, and so on. 

The rules for making such cards are set out in Tony Buzan's book “How to 

Mind Map” [1]: 

- problematic question or word is in the middle; 

- a picture of a leading idea, thought can be used drawing; 

- each individual branch has its own color; 

- colored pencils, markers are used to draw such a card; 

- the branches should be curved and resemble a tree in shape; 

- there should be an inscription above each branch, with only one keyword. 

Mind Mapping is a powerful note-taking method. Mind Maps not only 

highlight important facts, but also show the overall structure of a subject and the 

relative importance of individual parts of it. They are great when you need to think 

creatively, and can help you to make new connections between ideas. This is useful 

when you have problems to solve. 

To use Mind Maps effectively, it's best to print your words, to use different 

colors (to add visual impact), and to incorporate symbols and images to spur creative 

thinking. There are many smart card-making programs available today, such as a 

free online program: https://bubbl.us. 

Structure laws require the reflection of a hierarchy of thoughts and consistency 

in the expression of thoughts. "Mind Maps" can be used at all stages of working with 

lexical and grammatical material, from the introduction of new material to its 

automation and control. The "Mind Maps" used as a verbal support in teaching 

monologue can be very effective. When working with text, it is difficult to 

overestimate the benefit of drawing up text plans in the form of "Mind Maps". First, 

it is not linear, but graphical, the presentation of information will greatly facilitate 
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the task of translation, and, secondly, the information stored in this way will be 

stored in memory for much longer [4]. When presenting a topic in a class, the results 

or ideas can be presented in the form of "Mind Maps", with further decryption of 

information. This will make the presentation much more interesting, attract students' 

attention, make them dive into the topic. In preparing for this presentation, students 

learn to work with large amounts of information, search for facts and ideas, and be 

able to visually present them, highlighting the most important. Mind Maps help 

organize students' individual, group and team activities, as they can consist of a 

teacher with students at class, each student individually at class or at home, in a 

couple or in a group during class. The Mind Maps technique can also be used 

effectively to introduce a new topic to a teacher in English classes. In this case, we 

aim to present the topic immediately and comprehensively, to provide 

comprehensive information about the subject or phenomenon in a clearly organized, 

easily understood graphic form, with its subsequent analysis and study of each 

individual component. Structured material will greatly facilitate the process of 

information perception. In this case the ready "Mind Map" is made by the teacher. 

Initial familiarization with the topic, its comprehension, the selection of certain 

components of the topic and individual aspects, evaluation of its importance, in 

terms of the possibility of using the information received, makes the further process 

of its study purposeful and more meaningful. Any information presented in the 

"Mind Map" must have such properties as reliability, completeness, value, clarity 

and relevance [4]. 

Using a large blackboard or blackboard or a projector, the teacher can 

supplement the intelligence card with relevant elements during the class. This allows 

you to schematically represent the course of the thinking process of the teacher, as 

well as the structure of the lesson. The graphical presentation method captures the 

audience, allows it to be better remembered and learned. After the class, students 

can be given black and white copies containing only the basis of the Mind Map used 

in the class, and, among other tasks, are offered to fill them in memory and color [2]. 

If the purpose of the exam is to test students' proficiency to a greater extent than 
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their ability to perform written work, then a smart card is the perfect solution. 

Accordingly, a compiled Mind Map will demonstrate to the learner his or her ability 

to operate the material studied, as well as its weaknesses and strengths in the field 

of knowledge. In addition, the intelligence card allows you to identify those issues 

in which the associative chain of the student for some reason is violated. The teacher 

gets a clear and objective view of the students' knowledge, without taking into 

account minor aspects in such cases. In addition, it provides significant time savings 

for reading and evaluating traditional exam answers [2]. 

Thus, the use of intellectual technologies in the profession of teachers is of real 

practical importance and a number of advantages, the most important of which is to 

improve the quality of knowledge while reducing the time spent on teaching time. 

Mind Mapping is a useful technique that supports learning, improves 

information recording, shows how different facts and ideas are related, and enhances 

creative problem solving. 

The application of the "Mind Maps" method in English classes develops 

students' creative and intellectual abilities, thinking, memory, and creates motivation 

for mastering a foreign language as a means of communication. 
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