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to oil the wheels of communication in the worlds of business, commerce, education 

and tourism. To become better communicators, students may need to think not only 

about grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation, but also about effective 

communication in an international environment. As my mentor once said: “It's not 

just about the tools, it's about the people who usethem”. 
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Communication skills must be mastered to learn English. This is the basic idea 

of communicative language teaching. 

Communicative language teaching is known as a form of teaching that 

emphasizes conversation and interactive activities to improve students' language 

skills [1]. 

Communicative language teaching is an approach that primarily focuses on 

developing fluency in English. 
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By fluency, we mean mastery of the English language, the ability to effectively 

and coherently express thoughts and feelings, and the ability to cope with various 

social contexts where language skills are required. 

This method emphasizes the practical application of all material. 

Therefore, students can often role-play various everyday situations, solve 

problems, ask for information, etc. 

The communicative approach to teaching English is mainly intended to prove 

that it is not enough to know grammar well or to learn the entire list of words 

assigned by the teacher to become a successful speaker. 

To achieve this goal, constant practice is necessary, and this is what 

Communicative language teaching gives to students. 

Basic principles of the communicative approach in teaching English: 

- lessons focused on speaking: 

English lessons should be as much speaking-oriented as possible. Students 

should have an additional speaking task. Any task can be turned into English 

speaking practice. 

- practice using functional language: 

Students should try to apply their English target vocabulary and grammar rules 

while speaking. That is why the tasks chosen or created by the teacher should 

contribute to this need. Be sure to help your students if they feel confused in the 

target language (pronunciation, meaning, etc.) while doing their communicative 

activities: answer questions, write down typical mistakes and discuss them 

afterwards, and pay attention to the most difficult cases [2]. 

Communication as a form of activity in the English lesson is not the final goal. 

Students should learn something in the process of communication. 

- implement task-based learning: 

All tasks that students do in the English lesson should be meaningful and 

related to a certain topic or even a plot. There should be a sense of discovery, so try 

to implement task-based learning to achieve this. 
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Communication is not something that can be done on your own. Therefore, 

there should be plenty of pair or group exercises, games, role-plays, etc. 

These tasks will often simulate real-life situations that require communication 

with others in English. This is why teachers should use cooperative learning and get 

their students used to working together. 

- the English class should be student-centered: 

The teacher should not answer every question or explain everything. Give your 

students the opportunity to do so. Giving your students the opportunity to contribute 

to the explanation and express their opinions on certain issues makes the English 

lesson more interesting, dynamic, easy to understand and fun.  

-  authentic materials on the English lesson: 

Textbooks are certainly not enough when it comes to teaching students how to 

speak English. 

The teacher should use as many authentic materials as possible. This is 

important because both textbook tasks and the latest TV shows serve as examples of 

English language for students, examples that can and even should be copied. The 

responsibility of the English teacher is to make sure that these examples are worthy 

of copying, as they represent the language that is actually spoken and used. 

Implementing communicative language teaching by applying all the above 

principles in your English classroom will have such positive effects as: increasing the 

speaking ability of students, overcoming the language barrier, the ability to respond 

in various communicative situations. In this way, students will clearly see where and 

how they can apply certain English vocabulary and grammar, and therefore will be 

able to act accordingly in various real-life situations. 
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