BectHuk XHALRY, BbINn. 78, 2017

VK 378.147

SOME ASPECTS OF USING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES FOR TEACHING
FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN HIGHER SCHOOL
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Abstract. The article deals with the peculiarities of using information technologies in the process of
teaching foreign languages in higher school. The positive and negative features have been determined
and a number of reasons for insufficient or simplified usage of electronic means of education have
been given.
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Annomayusn. Paccmompenvl 0coOeHHOCHU UCNOIb308AHUSL UHPOPMAYUOHHBIX MEXHOIO2Ull 8 Npoyec-
ce 0byUeHUss UHOCMPAHHBIM A3bIKAM 6 8bICULEll UWKOTIe, ONpedesieHbl NONIONCUMENbHbIE U OMPUYAMETb-
Hble acnekmsl, npedcmasiienbl HeKomopble NPUYUHbL HeOOCMAMOYHO20 UIU YNPOUWEHHO20 UCNOTIb30-
6AHUSL DTIEKMPOHHBIX CPEOCME 0OVUeHUsL.

Knrouesvie cnosa: cpeoa, 6uzyanvhbviil, KOHMeEHM, HABLIKU, BOCHPUSIUE.

JESAKI ACIIEKTU BUKOPUCTAHHSA IH®OPMAHIﬁI§HX TEXHOJIOT'TA
Y HABYUAHHI IHO3EMHUX MOB Y BUIIIA HIKOJII

C.B. IlonikapoBcbKka, CT. BUKJL,
XapkiBcbKHUil HANIOHAJbHUIT ABTOMOOLILHO-10POKHIli yHIBepcUTeT

Anomauin. Pozensinymo ocoOaueocmi UKOPUCMANHSL IHQOPMAYTUHUX MEXHON02IU Y npoyeci HAGYAH-
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npu4uHU He0oCmamHnvbo20 abo CNpower0c0 BUKOPUCMARHA €IEKMPOHRUX 3ac00i6 HABUAHHS.
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Introduction

Intellectual systems of education occupy im-
portant positions in the modern field of educa-
tion; they possess the great potential and high
perspectives of development and implementa-
tion of achievements in the educational process
aiming at its global modernization and transition
to the quality new level of education with the
purpose of obtaining the most efficient result in
this sphere.

By using up-to-date multimedia technologies the
maximum efficiency of education is achieved,
motivation is enhanced, the cognitive activity is
activated and the process of education is intensi-
fied which helps master greater volume of mate-
rial. Also the interaction between the system and
students takes place, information is memorized
better and it stays in memory longer, and the
acquired knowledge is used in practice showing
the great results.
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The process of «computerization» of education
actualizes elaboration of approaches to using the
potential of new technologies for developing a
student’s personality, increasing the level of his
creativity, solving educational and practical
tasks.

During the recent years a number of scientific
researches have appeared connected with this
problem. Pedagogical and theoretical aspects of
using IT in educational process are studied in
the works of B.Besedin, P. Galperin,
Yu. Horoshko,  Yu. Zhuk, V. Zagviazinskii,
V. Monahov, S. Rakov, Yu. Raiskii and others.
The issue of implementation of information
technologies in educational process of schools is
researched in the works of N. Alatova,
V. Bykov, M. Kademiia, V. Naumenko and oth-
ers. Besides, implementation of information-
communicative technologies was studied «as a
precondition of formation of information society
in the broad sense» [3].

But in spite of the fact that using information
technologies in educational process is studied
from different aspects, the problem of using IT
in teaching foreign languages requires more de-
tailed elaboration in the context of modern edu-
cational tendencies.

Purpose and Problem Description

The aim of the article is to consider the peculiar-
ities of using information technologies in the
process of teaching foreign languages in the
higher school, to look into the advantages and
contradictions of new methods, analyze their
problems and possibilities.

Using Information Technologies for Learning
Foreign Languages

During the recent fifteen-twenty years almost
revolutionary changes have taken place in
transmission of visual information. For example,
the volume of information being transmitted is
enormous now and the new types of visual in-
formation have appeared as well as the ways to
transfer them. It is only natural, that develop-
ment of electronic means and formation of a
new teaching culture influence the requirements
to the teachers’ activity. New technologies are
based on integral combination of various means
of teaching (both electronic and paper ones) and

the innovative multimedia forms of teaching by
the principles of their relevance and mutual
complementation [2, p. 25-32]

Using visual means in modern educational pro-
cess must not be framed by just illustration with
the purpose of making the course easier to com-
prehend. Such means must be an integral part of
cognition activity of the student, the means to
form and develop not only visual image think-
ing, but abstract and logical ones as well. Thus,
to enhance perceptional capabilities of students
the teachers should not use electronic visual
means for just passive perception of information
or simple control of its demonstration, but also
for a cognitive visualization of educational in-
formation, i.e. make visualization interactive.

There are several advantages of teaching foreign
languages using computer technologies. Firstly,
creation of appropriate climate of increasing
motivation for education is hard to overestimate.
Secondly, there are some methodical benefits,
such as the possibility to choose the speed of
fulfilling tasks and their level of difficulty which
corresponds to the principle of individuality of
education. Thirdly, there are certain technical
advantages that make possible using the pro-
grams for checking grammar and spelling, turn-
ing on interactive multimedia when teaching
speaking. Bur for all the advantages the great
potential of information technologies is used far
from fully because it is a rather new method.
Schools in general and higher schools in particu-
lar are very poorly equipped with modern facili-
ties, they are lacking quality software including
the software for teaching foreign languages [4].
The analysis of works on this issue has shown
that there are several options in using infor-
mation technologies when teaching foreign lan-
guages. These technologies can be used for con-
ducting current and final tests (by various topics
and sections) with the help of diagnostics and
test programs for vocabulary and grammar. Ped-
agogic software can also be used as one of the
ways to introduce new vocabulary or grammar.
Various tool programs — dictionaries, references,
spelling checkers — can be used by students for
independent tasks, and also by the teacher for
making tests, working out curricula, checking
the results of educational process and tests with
the help of automation etc. And one of the most
wide-spread use of IT is, of course, extra-
curriculum work (individual tasks, projects,
preparation for the reports, conferences, etc).
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Today computer technologies are used in vari-
ous spheres of life. The notion of an «educated
person» presupposes computer literacy with no
doubt. That is the main reason for using IT in
teaching foreign languages. But, despite the fact
that there are definite scientific and methodolog-
ical bases for development of information-
educational system including some for learning
foreign languages, their analysis shows a num-
ber of contradictions. The first is that most re-
searchers consider not the study of requirements
to educational process development, but orienta-
tion on the possible didactic potential of IT. As a
result the possibilities of IT which are easier to
implement are mostly used. Among them are:
increasing the number of visual aids, operative
control, training typical skills, increasing inter-
action.

The second contradiction concerns possible
models of using IT in educational process. In
fact, they are all oriented on increasing efficien-
cy of the teacher’s and the students’ activity
within the traditional aims, results and content
of education. Along with this the attempts to
integrate the means of IT in traditional paradigm
of education aiming at only transferring to the
computer some teacher’s functions does not re-
sult in re-building educational environment ei-
ther in technological or in effective aspects. The
reason for this is that computer in this case does
not realize its specific possibilities, it just fulfills
some teacher’s functions [1]. Such approach
does not make possible to use the IT potential in
full. The third contradiction is connected with
the fact that the educational environment in-
cludes not only the totality of subjects and ob-
jects (the means of education, the tools of activi-
ty), but also their meaningful base, the so-called
«content» (informational completeness) which is
the most important factor of efficiency of any
electronic resource. However, when studying
information-educational environment almost all
researchers focus on the tools, the means of ac-
tivity and communication, the sources of infor-
mation, i.e. on operational component, rather
than on the content filling. As a result, the new
environment increases efficiency of the old
methods and pedagogic technologies, and is ori-
ented on traditional educational results. That
means that the model of educational system,
based on the means of information communica-
tive technologies and used to form foreign lan-
guage profession-oriented competence of engi-
neering higher school students, will be innova-
tive only if it is oriented on achieving educa-

tional results adequate to the modern under-
standing of goals and values of education, which
are: development of educational requirements,
system of value relations and life ambitions,
mastering universal ways of activity, priority
formation of search and research skills and abili-
ties in students. Only in this case electronic edu-
cational resources, as the most important com-
ponents of such educational environment, can
show their specific didactic features and, thus,
change the educational activity (by the princi-
ples of aims and results) fundamentally.

Conclusion

So, the ideas, considered above, make possible
to conclude that there is the purpose-oriented
task in the base of activity on forming infor-
mation-educational environment — increasing
the quality of education. The combination of all
possible educational technologies, used within
the information-educational environment deter-
mines the choice of their types for educational
activities that can be used in the given environ-
ment. The electronic means can fundamentally
change the level of education in the sphere of
language learning if used not only for common
purposes but for specific ones, where all their
didactic features can be implemented in full.
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