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Petrykivka painting is a kind of decorative and applied art, the artistic basis of
which was the tradition of decorative painting of the interior of Ukrainian peasant
houses. It got its name from the village Petrykivka, the Dnipro region. Initially used
as an art of ornamental decoration of houses, only later it was transferred to other
areas and household objects. The uniqueness of the painting is its vegetative, mostly
floral, ornament, which is based on the study of natural forms of local flora and the
creation on this basis of non-existent in nature flowers (“luchok", "kucheriavka"),
leaves ("fern™), buds. Motifs of garden and meadow flowers, vibernum berries,
strawberries and grapes are widely used. The main compositional plots are "basin™,
"bouquet”, "twig", "frieze", which are used as components of architectural
decoration, however, lines of branches and stems do not intersect each other. The
figures of birds, animals, and people have an outline image. Figures of animals are
depicted in profile, while flowers are shown en face. A characteristic feature of the
painting is light background (like a white wall of a house), although other
backgrounds are used: green (like a beam of a house or a chest), blue, black (it
became popular during the Soviet era).

All Petrykivka artists paint without a pre-drawn outline. The virtuosity of
performance is achieved by painting with the help of a thin brush made of cat hair. In
addition to a brush, stems, tree shoots are also used, and some berries and flowers are
depicted using only fingers. Traditionally, Petrykivka masters use egg tempera,

gouache, oil paints over primer, and varnish-covered painting.
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The main area of the element's existence is the urban village of Petrykivka,
however, the element is common in all villages of Petrykivskyi district, and can also
be found in neighbouring villages and cities, for example, in Tsarychanka,
Mykolaivka, Zhovti Vody and even in the city of Dnipro. This is due to a relocation
of Petrykivka inhabitants to other settlements.

Since 1775 Petrykivka was a public settlement (“sloboda”) and therefore there
was no serfdom. Various handicrafts, including artistic painting, were developed
there. Petrikivka atists’ products were highly valued at local fairs even then.

At the beginning of the XXth century, Petrykivka artists mastered some new
materials - water and oil paints. Mural paintings, which were painted by pigments
extracted from plants, in the early 30's, appeared on paper, natural dyes were replaced
by factory ones. New opportunities for artistic creation appeared, which contributed
to the development of traditional art.

Age-old traditions of Petrykivka painting are transmitted from a master to a
student, from generation to generation in a family. There are even entire creative
“dynasties” of masters of this folk art: families of Pat, Panko, Pikush, Deka, Turchyn
and others. In Petrikivka, almost in every family there is a bearer of this type of
ornamental-applied art. Talented masters of the modern period, who have received
secrets of painting from previous generations, preserve its unigueness, add to it new
thematic and technical findings, which contributes to the development of Petrykivka
painting.

At present, the bearers of the element are the community of the village
Petrykivka, Petrykivka utility enterprise "Centre of Folk Crafts in Petrykivka
district”, a limited liability company "Centre of Folk Art" Petrykivka ".

In 1991, with the assistance of National Union of Artists of Ukraine and on the
initiative of A. Pikush, the Centre of Folk Art "Petrykivka" was created, which united
more than forty masters of traditional painting, who preserve and develop

predecessors’ achievements.

68



The Centre carries out various presentation activities: exhibitions of Petrykivka
painting at Ukrainian National Museum-Archive in Chicago and Ukrainian Cultural
Centre in Philadelphia, the USA, a retrospective exhibition "Unfading Light of
Petrykivka Painting” and exhibitions at National Museum of Ukrainian Folk
Decorative Arts in Kyiv, at a museum of Lesya Ukrainka in Yalta, at Poltava local
history museum, in Khmelnytskyi and Bila Tserkva cities.

Today, the works of leading masters are displayed at exhibitions in many
countries around the world: Poland, France, Holland, Germany, the USA, Canada,
and Japan. The Centre has a permanent exhibition of Petrykivka painting. For many
years, the Centre has been assisting Petrykivka Art School named after T. Ya. Paty.

On December 5, 2013 Petrykivka painting became the first Ukrainian element
inscribed into the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
which strengthened the interest to this kind of decorative and applied art. In
particular, there is much interest in Petrykivka painting among researchers, designers,
art lovers. The response to this event is significant in popular culture as well —
interpretation of Petrykivka motifs is observed in decoration of household objects,
architectural and spatial environment and so on. Thus, this ancient tradition took a
new form of existence, adapting to needs of modern world. The people of the village
of Petrykivka decorate their living quarters, household belongings and musical
instruments with a style of ornamental painting that is characterized by fantastic
flowers and other natural elements, based on careful observation of the local flora and
fauna. This art is rich in symbolism: the rooster stands for fire and spiritual
awakening, while birds represent light, harmony and happiness. In folk belief, the
paintings protect people from sorrow and evil. Local people, and in particular women
of all ages, are involved in this folk art tradition. Every family has at least one
practitioner, making decorative painting an integral part of daily existence in the
community. The painting traditions, including the symbolism of the ornamental
elements, are transferred, renewed and enhanced from one generation to another.

Local schools at all levels, from pre-school to college, teach the fundamentals of
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Petrykivka decorative painting, with all children given the opportunity to study it.
The community willingly teaches its skills and know-how to anyone who shows an
interest. The tradition of decorative and applied arts contributes to the renewal of
historical and spiritual memory and defines the identity of the entire community.
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In 1710, Ukrainian Hetman Pylyp Orlyk introduced "Pacts and Constitutions of
Rights and Freedoms of the Zaporizhian Host", at that time a super-progressive
document which meant to separate powers into three branches and regulate the rights
and responsibilities of the government and citizens. Some researchers believe that
this document is one of the world's first constitutions. For example, the Constitution
of the USA was adopted in 1787, those of France and Poland, - in 1791.

Pylyp Orlyk. Creator of Ukraine's first constitution, that established the
democratic standard for the separation of powers. Pylyp Orlyk's (1672-1742)
constitution was approved in the town of Bendery in 1710 and is known as the
“constitution of exiles” because it was proclaimed by Ukrainian political emigrants.

This constitution has served as the basis of many subsequent ones. It appeared sixty-

70



