OTke, TONOBHUMH MPOOJIEMaMH Yy PO3BUTKY 1HKITIO3UBHOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi, OKpIM HH3BKOT'O PiBHS
¢diHaHCYBaHHS, € BIICYTHICTh Ha 3aKOHOJABYil 0a3i 4iTKO COPMOBAHHX BUMOT, i e()EKTHBHOTO Ha-
BUaHHA JIIOIIeﬁ 3 O6Me)KeHI/IMI/I MOXKJIIMBOCTAMMU.

JA7ist BIOCKOHAJICHHST CHCTEMH 1HKITFO3MBHOI OCBITH B KpaiHi HEOOX1IHO 3a]Ty4yBaTH KOILITH B IEPIIY
4epry Bij JepiKaBH, Ta 3a0XOYECHHS IHBECTHIIIH BiJl MPUBATHUX OCI0, 1 YiTKE PETyIIOBaHHs 3aKOHOJIABYOT
6331/1 Ta KOHTPOJIb, IIOAO0 JOTPUMAaHHA UX BUMOI' HABUAJIbHUMHU 3aKJIagaMH.
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JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU: PHILOSOPHY SHAPES EDUCATION SYSTEM
T. Paslavskyi, Director of International Relations
Providence Group, Toronto (Canada)

Introduction

Jean-Jacques Rousseau — a renowned philosopher, who in addition was also a celebrated composer
of music creating several operas, but most notably he is recognized in the contemporary world for influ-
encing and contributing to educational systems in many countries. The issue which will be discussed in
this paper is still relevant to the world’s educational system. The intent of this work is to observe, evaluate
and analyze the teaching/learning process in Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s philosophy. His philosophy will be
examined and some reflections will be exposed. Rousseau and his published works triggered controversy
among educators, philosophers, theologians, writers and musicians for nearly 300 years, finding numerous
supportive followers and as well as critical opponents. Therefore, this work contains its own unique angle
and individual perspective that will be revealed in the following pages.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, was one of the finest and delicate individuals of the last millennium that
challenged many with his writings, in particular Emile, or On Education and Contract Social, or Principles
of Political Right. In fact both of these books brought to Rousseau a broad popularity of the mysterious
philosopher and elevated him to a position of educational reformer. During the French revolution, Rous-
seau’s former work inspired the national education system which was introduced in France.' Needless to
say, all philosophers possess a notion of enigma. Although, Emile has been treated as a pedagogical manual
and Contract Social as a political handbook in the narrowest sense of the words, whereas in fact both are phi-
losophical works.> One more philosopher, so what? Yet there are some magnificent and brilliant thoughts
that came to us through these works of Rousseau, which still impact free thinkers and educational methods.
After carefully examining his philosophy one comes to conclusion, how it shaped his approach to education
and how critical is to develop a proper philosophical view to everyone today who is involved in education.

Philosophy

What are the factors that formed and developed Rousseau’s philosophy? Obviously, personal ex-
perience is the key catalyst to his view. Therefore, it is significant to review Rousseau’s autobiography in
order to understand his philosophy. Born in Geneva in 1712 in a well-off family, the son of watchmaker,
his mother died nine days later after his birthday. Living with his father who was a strict parent, did not
bring a lot of enjoyment. Jean-Jacques’s aunt was helping his father to raise him. She was kind, but re-
fused to let him play in the street with the other children. A sequence of tragedies came into the life of the
young truth-seeker, and he was shuttled through several homes.’ He never felt that he had a safe home,
which was so necessary for that period of development. After 1728, Rousseau was searching for security
and stability. However, all his attempts seemed to fail and brought him nothing, but discouragement and
disappointment. Finally he found a fortune while having a close, and later on sexually intimate, relation-
ship with an older women, who was about 14 years older, and who took care of him from 1728 to 1741.*

! Jean Bloch, Rousseauism and Education in FEighteenth-century France, Oxford, Voltaire Foundation, 1995.

? Madeleine B. Ellis, Rousseau’s Socratic Aemilian Myths (Columbus:Ohio Unieversity Press, 1977), 389.

3 William Crain, Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1980), 8.

* Robert R. Rusk, Doctrines of the Great Educators (Norfolk, England: The Macmillian Press, 1979), 100-101.
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In 1745 he started to live in a civil union with Marie-Thérése Levasseur. She was the only legal heir
to Rousseau’s manuscripts and all royalties after his death in 1778. His wife gave birth to five children, but
Rousseau placed them all in a state foundling home.” In 1749 he began his writing career. In these middle
years of his life the philosophical idealism and liberalism on the other edge began to come up on surface.

Rousseau re-introduced to the world Socrates’ natural philosophy with a fresh essence. All his
philosophy based on the understanding that people came into the world as good creatures. However, soci-
ety is evil, and therefore children need to be protected from corrupted society. Being a naturalist he
stressed the role of feelings in the act of knowledge. For man in order to understand nature, it is necessary
to be emotionally involved in it. Rousseau had an idealistic-romanistic rule: «all things are good in a state
of nature».® Nature is of the highest value and appreciation to his structural ideology. Therefore, one can
suggest that Rousseau viewed himself and the teacher as guardian, who is called to protect good children
from the evil influence of society. Only Emile can imply such a characterization for him. Nevertheless, the
real and the true theme of the treatise can be identified in his own words: «It is a question of a new system
of education whose plan I submit to the inspection of sages, and not a method for fathers and mothers,
which never even entered my mind. If sometimes, in common enough imagery, I seem to address them, it
is to make myself better understood...»’ This book gave the world a completely different approach to edu-
cation system. The only education a man can seek is his own. That is the main lesson in Emile.®

View of the Teacher

In Rousseau’s understanding the teacher is facilitator that is not directly involved in a teaching
process. The teacher is the one who prepares the student for education. However, the teacher can be
viewed as environmental force which helps to create appropriate conditions for learning. The responsibility
of the teacher is to guard the student from the influence of corrupt society. Also, the teacher must possess
the ability to recognize various stages of child development and provide tasks accordingly. Developing a
suitable curriculum by the teacher becomes a challenge, as it requires great effort and proficiency to create
good lessons in natural environment in order for the student to learn efficiently from natural observation.

The teacher needs to have some reservation when correcting the learner, not too often, but rather
the learner should correct him/herself. The teacher should give nature time to work and mold the student.

The Learner

The learner essentially is good and has all the potential to remain good or even become better. The re-
sponse of a student to a teacher should be based on his/her own observation. Great attention should be paid to
physical condition of a student. «A feeble body makes a feeble mind. All wickedness comes from weakness.»9

One aspect of positive education of a child is a constant training of the senses, which is experi-
ence. Therefore, a learner’s first teacher is their feet, hands, eyes, ears, etc.. Activities and first-hand ex-
perience is the best teacher for pupils. The ability to reason on its own is the key point in a learner’s re-
sponse to a task. This is the way that nature provides a relationship with a student. In fact this is the most
proper way to find the solution to any task. Ultimately, the student is learning through experiencing the
consequences. Nature is the best teacher.'

Subject Matter

According to Rousseau there are five stages of development: infancy, childhood, boyhood, adoles-
cence, and youth. The first book or text can be introduced during the boyhood. In the period of adolescence
awareness of sex and its subject need to be addressed. Rousseau wants to keep a child away from books until
adolescence period. In doing so he thought that this can provide resistance to the evil forces in society.11

Teaching/learning Process

Entrust a child to a natural environment and be sure that a proper education will take place. Al-
though, Rousseau saw five stages of development, sensation is the basis for our knowledge. Taste guides
the course of human life."?

> William Crain, 9.

% Keneth O. Gangel and Warren S. Benson, Christian Education: Its History and Philosophy (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 193.
’ Madeleine Ellis, 389-390.
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’ Rusk, 119.
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" Gangel and Benson, 195.

2 Ellis, 399.
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Conclusion

This paper discussed in a few words the philosophy of Rousseau. His theory of the teaching/
learning process has been briefly examined and analyzed. His philosophy surely impacted the educational
system and the world of free thinkers. Educational administrators and individual educators who are think-
ing of implementing any reforms, must closely study the relation between the philosophy and its impact
on education and in particular on teaching/learning methods.

HOOC®EPHA OCBITA - BIOAJEKBATHA METO/UKA B OCBITI TA BUXOBAHHI
M. . IInomuixoea, xano. eKoH. HAYK, OOYeHM
Kumomupcokutl HayioHATbHUL A2POeKOoN0SIUHULL YHIgepcUumem

Hoocdepa — e eran po3Butky Oiochepu, Ha SKOMY JIFOJMHA, CBIIOMO BHKOPHCTOBYIOYH CBOI
3HaHH, OyJe MATPUMYBATH iICHYBaHHS Oiocepy Ta CpHsTH ii po3BUTKY. Sk Oy/Ib-ska cucrema, BUCHHS
npo Hoocdepy dhopmysanacs couatky hparmentapHo (110 BigoOpaxeHo B mpaisix B. Bepnaacekoro, M.
Pynenka, E. Mynnamesa, H. MacioBoi Ta iH.). B.1. BepHajcbkuii cricreMaTu3yBaB Ta JOMOBHUB 1i BXKe 5K
niticHy cTpyktypy. Hoocdepa — 1ie eram po3sutky Oiocdhepu, Ha IKOMY JIOAMHA, CBIIOMO BUKOPHCTOBY-
104H CBOI 3HaHHs, OyJie MiATPUMYBaTH icHyBaHHs Oiocdepu Ta cripustH ii po3Butky. Hoocdepna ocpira —
1€ OCBITa, SIKa BUBYAE TPOILIECH B IPOCTOPI SIK B3aEMOIIOB s13aHi, 1 3 BpaXyBaHHSM CBiZIOMOT TBOPYOI 1 1MO-
3UTHUBHOI TOBEMIHKH JIIOJUHM, K HeBimx eMHOi ckiamooi Ilpoctopy (Csity). Hoocdepna ocpita me-
penbdayae, 1o Bech [IpocTip Ta Bce, 110 B HBOMY 3HAXOAMUTHCH, € )UBUM. Bcei cknanosi [IpocTopy € pis-
HUMH B TipaBax y TBopiis. ToMy B3a€MOBITHOCHHHU «JIUTHHA — JOPOCIHI», «y4eHb — BUUTEIbY TTOBUHHI
(dbopmyBaTHCS Ha MOYYTTAX PIBHOCTI, O € MPUCYTHIMH Ha MiJICBIIOMOMY piBHI. SIKIIIO BUXOAUTH 3 TOTO,
0 y4eHb MPOCTO IIe HEe Ma€ MeBHOI iH(opMallii, IKy HOMYy HaJgae BUUTENb, TOAL, CHOPMOBaHI HA MOYYTTI
PIBHOCT1 BiTHOCHHH, OyIyTh CTBOPIOBATH JOJATKOBE BIAUYTTS IOBIpH, iH(OpMaIlis cpuiiMaTUMEThCS 3
BIJIKPUTHM CeplieM i BigkpuToro aymieto. Lle Bigirpae BupimaibHy polib y CIPUHHATTI Takol iHPOpMaIrii.
KinpkicTs 3acBoeHOT iHpOpMAIIii € HE3PIBHIHHO BUINOK, HK B CHTYallii, KO «y4eHb HE 3HA€ HIYOTO, a
BUHTENb — 3HA€ Bcey. B 0cTaHHbOMY BHUTIQJIKY YUSHb (JUTHHA) IMiJICB1IOMO MPOTHIIE€ TAKOMY HEYCBIJIOM-
JICHOMY HOT0 MPUHMKEHHIO 338 PaXyHOK HEPIBHOCTI 3 BUUTENIEM.

3a HalKMM TIyMadeHHsIM, Hooc(epHa ocBiTa — I 0ioaJieKBaTHA METOAMKA, SKa JO3BOJISE MiABH-
mUTH 00csAT iH(DOopMallii, 10 cIpUMAETLCS BJIBIYI Kpallle 38 paXyHOK rapMOHI3allii AisUIbHOCTI JBOX KYJb
TOJIOBHOT'O MO3KY Ta 3MCHIICHHSI HaBaHTa)XEHHs Ha opraHi3M moauHu. Hoocdepra ocsita (6ioamekBaTHa
METO/IMKa) € B IHTEpPeCiB HAYKOBIIIB Ta MOMIMPEHA MPAKTUI JisTTbHOCTI XapKiBChKOI MIKOJNU TEaroriky,
JI¢ HEI0 IIPOBOIUTLCS HaBUaHHA y 18 mikomax Micta (BHKITaJaHHS 3a 1€ METOAUKOIO CXBaJICHE PIllICH-
HsM MiHicTepcTBa OCBiTH Ta Hayku YKpainu). [lomyk cy4acHMX OCBITHIX TEXHOJOTIH IO0 aKTHBi3alii
poii JIFomuHu B CYCIUILCTBI Ta BCEOIYHOTO il CTAHOBJICHHS aKTUBI3Y€E MOTEHIIIA 010aICKBATHUX METOIUK
B OCBITI Ta BUXOBaHHI — HOOC(EPHOT OCBITH, IO MO3UTUBHO 3apPEKOMEH IyBaia ce0e Ha PiBHI CEpPEeIHIX Ta
BUIIMX HABYAIIBHHUX 3aKJIAJIB 1 MOKe OyTH BHKOPHCTAaHA 3 METOIO pecolliaizaliii Ta ajanTaiii MOJIOJI, 110
3HAXOIUTHCS B KOH(MJIIIKTI 3 3aKOHOM 3 METOIO 3aI00iraHHs PEIMANBaM.

B HOOCdepHiil 0cBiTI 3HARIIN BiOOpaXKeHHS HOBITHI BIIKPUTTSI HAYKH MPO JIOMUHY: B (diocodii
— Teopis ['enernunoi €xnocri Ceiry, [lepiognuna Cucrema 3aranpHux 3akoHiB CBiTy, B HEHPOICHXO0JI0-
rii BIAKPHUTI Ta OMHMCaHi «KOHTYPU T'OJOBHOI'O MO3KY», B T'€HETHIII BIIKPHTHI Ta OMUCAHWI XBUIbOBHIl
TCHETHYHHUH KOJI JIFOJMHH, B (Ii3UI BiIKpUTa i OOTPYHTOBAHA CTPYKTypHA MOP(HOreHEeTHYHICTh TOJTIB 1
rosiorpadidHicTh CBITY, B MeAHIIMHI (Helipodizionoris) Bigkpura roiorpadiyHOCTh MO3KY, B JTIHIBHUCTHII
BIJIKPUTI OCHOBH JIIHTBICTUYHOI T'€HETUKH (3B 530K MiXK TCHETHKOIO YTBOPEHHS OUTKOBUX CHCTEM OpTraHi-
3My Ta TEHETHKOI MOBHOPO3YMOBOI AistibHOCTI). L{imi HoocdepHOT ocBiTH: 370pOB’€30epeKeHHs Ta 370~
POB’€PO3BUTOK OCOOMCTOCTI B IMpoIeci HaBUaHHs, eeKTHBHE 3aCBOEHHS iH(opmarllii Ta BMIHHS 3aCTO-
COBYBATH ii B *HTTIi, POPMYBaHHS €KOJIOTriuyHOro cBiTOr ISy, [IpoBenenus ypokis o PEAJI — meTomuiii,
KOJIM HaBYaJibHa 1H(OpMAIlis CIPUHMAETHCS JIETKO, TaK SK BKJIIOYAETHCS MPUPOIHUN MEXaHi3M, ONTHMA-
JILHUH I 3aCBOEHHS HOBUX 3HaHb «30Ha KOM(OPTHOrO MUCIICHHS». Peamizaiis 1iiel BinOyBaeThCs ue-
pe3 MexaHi3M TICHXOJIOTO-TIEIaroTiYHUi METOJl BIACTIIKOBYBaHHS eMollill Ta mpobnem. Pesynbratom
BIIPOB/KCHHSI METOJIMKU € PO3BUTOK TBOPYOCTI, KPEATHBHOTO MUCIICHHS Ta iHHOBAI[IMHOCTI iHAWBIIIB.
BinOyBaeThcs TapMoHi3allis 0ocoOHCTOCTI, (i3ionoriune 3MilTHEHHS ii 3110pOB’sl, CKOPOUYETHCS Yac 3acBO-
€HHS HaBYaIIbHOTO Martepiany. CTBOPIOIOTECS YMOBH IIOAO PO3BUTKY TBOPYOCTI Ta iHIUBITyalbHICTh KO-
JKHOI 0COOMCTOCTI, MiJBUIIYEThCS PE3yJbTaTUBHICTD Ipalli, OCBITH Ta BuxoBaHHI Ha 50-75 %. He3puunuit
XapakTep 3aHsATh MiJABUIIYE MOTHUBAILIIIO IO HABYAJIBHOI Ta OCBITHBOI AISJIbHOCTI.
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