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UDC 338 

ROLE OF ECONOMIC SECURITY KNOWLEDGE IN TRAINING 

SPECIALISTS FOR COMPETITIVE MARKET ENVIRONMENT 

Shapoval G., Androshchuk V., Hovorukha K. 

O.M. Beketov National University of Urban Economy in Kharkiv, Kharkiv 

 

The activity of Ukrainian enterprises in the last decades takes place in an 

unfavorable external environment, characterized by the negative impact of the 

economic crisis, unstable political situation, uncertainty in the conditions of 

hostilities in the eastern part of Ukraine. These factors contribute to the growing 

instability of the competitive environment, which leads to an increase in the number 

of cases of fraud and unfair competition. In such conditions, the importance and 

necessity of ensuring the security of doing business is growing, and at the same time, 

the need to train specialists in the field of economic security is increasing.  

Increased public attention to the problems of economic security is due to the 

growing threats and risks in modern economic and socio-political life, which are 

global in nature. Although the problems of economic security of business, and in 

particular, the training of specialists in the field of economic security, are raised and 

addressed by many scholars, but today there is no common understanding of the 

importance and role of knowledge of economic security in training professionals for 

their application in enterprises and their stable development and efficient 

functioning. 

According to surveys conducted by economists [1-3], it can be concluded that 

companies often suffer from unfair competition, fraud in the field of customer 

relations, actions of employees, which cause more damage than abuse of external 

entities. Therefore, in modern business conditions, the activities of economic 

security specialists should be aimed at minimizing threats from the company's staff, 

implementation of measures to minimize risks and threats through mechanisms for 

monitoring and assessing the economic reliability of counterparties, market 

conditions, combating unfair competition, corruption, raiding, organization of 
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protection of interests of founders and shareholders of the enterprise. 

Large and medium-sized enterprises, as a rule, have in their structure a unit that 

deals with economic security - a security service of the enterprise. It is created to 

ensure the security of the enterprise through the implementation of security policy. 

The service of economic security of the enterprise must perform the following main 

functions: forecasting, detection, prevention, mitigation of dangers and threats, 

preservation of property, creation of a favorable competitive environment, 

elimination of the consequences of damage and more. The Security Service also 

analyzes the external environment (partners, customers, suppliers, competitors), 

works with staff (testing to identify the hidden interests of the candidate when hiring, 

constantly explaining the need to comply with the law by staff), analysis of potential 

security threats, security senior management of the enterprise and critical resources 

of economic activity, counteraction to industrial espionage, determination of 

indicators and assessment of the state and level of economic security of 

entrepreneurship, organization of protection of trade secrets of the enterprise. Thus, 

the activity of the security department is a necessary condition for the existence of 

the enterprise and its development. 

In today's conditions of unfair competition, corruption, the shadow economy, 

overcoming the effects of the global financial and economic crisis, development 

prospects have those companies that have highly qualified specialists in economic 

security. The enterprise security specialist must have special education, which would 

include integrative knowledge: financial, economic, security, management, etc. 

But, unfortunately, there are few such specialists in Ukraine nowadays. The 

solution to this problem is related to the formation of a domestic system of training 

specialists with higher education in the field of security. 

Studies show that educational institutions prefer to train security managers. A 

security manager is a functional employee of a management system that integrates a 

position, specialty, and qualification. The activities of the security manager are 

aimed at working with internal (study of competitors and partners, cooperation with 

law enforcement agencies) and external (study of job candidates, employee 



Комп’ютерні технології і мехатроніка 

451 

surveillance, counteraction to technical espionage) environment. Training of 

economic security managers began at Lviv State University of Internal Affairs. 

In 2007 Ukraine’s universities started training of specialists in "Financial and 

Economic Security Management". This allowed creating a basis for building a 

modern education system in the field of economic security. The subject and content 

of the activities of a financial and economic security professional is the same as that 

of a security manager, but financial and economic security professionals have a more 

thorough knowledge. 

Thus, we can say that Ukraine has formed a basis for training in economic 

security, but need to improve the training program in the field of economic security 

in order to ensure compliance with current trends in economic development. 

In particular, the conducted researches allow to allocate a number of 

requirements which are put forward to safety experts by employers today: guarantee 

of observance of legality of conducting economic activity; identification of financial 

and economic problems and their elimination; checking the effectiveness of 

spending budget funds; control of financial transactions; investigation and analysis 

of data in the financial and tax spheres; budget planning, documentation; creation of 

the enterprise development program; development of security plans and programs in 

various activities; improving the management information system; anti-corruption, 

detection of concealment of income or prevention of financial fraud. 

As we can see, a number of responsibilities of economic security specialists 

include knowledge not only in security science, but also in other economic 

disciplines, which indicates the expediency of training economic security specialists 

on the basis of economic specialties. 

Since today a large number of tasks to ensure economic security in many 

enterprises are solved mostly by accountants, in particular with regard to the 

preparation of reliable accounting information, which is the basis for economic 

security of enterprises and reduces the threat to economic security, the training of 

economic security professionals should be based on the specialty of accounting and 

taxation, which will allow future specialists in economic security to be more aware 
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of both in the financial sphere of the enterprise and in the organization of the 

accounting process, and will increase the efficiency of their functions. On the other 

hand - the accountant's knowledge in the field of economic security significantly 

reduces the risk of adverse factors for the operation of the enterprise, helps to control 

and eliminate decisions that may adversely affect its further development and 

provide accurate information on competitiveness assessment, risk and problem 

analysis, identification and threat prevention, efficiency of enterprise development. 

In addition to training specialists in economic security, it is necessary to note 

the importance of establishing in Ukraine targeted research in this area, which will 

help ensure qualitative changes in the system of economic security of doing 

business. 

Thus, we can conclude that Ukraine has a basis for training with higher 

education in the field of economic security, but the analysis of the current state of 

educational activities provides an opportunity to develop prospects for development, 

in particular, research in the field of economic security, approval of new specialties 

and development of new more in-depth educational programs, preparation of 

educational programs for advanced training of specialists in the field of economic 

security. 
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