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FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING OF FUTURE ENGINEERS:
PROFESSIONALLY-ORIENTED APPROACH

O. Chevychelova, Instr., Kharkiv National Automobile and Highway University

Abstract. In the article the peculiarities of foreign language teaching at higher technical school are
described, the importance of professionally-oriented approach to foreign language teaching is
grounded and its essence is analyzed. The ways of implementing professionally-oriented approach in
higher technical education are considered.
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OBYYEHUE HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKY BY IYIIUX HHKEHEPOB:
MNPO®ECCHUOHAJIBHO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHBIU NNOAXO/,

E.A. YeBbluesioBa, npenogaBareiib,
XapbKOBCKHMIA HAITMOHAJIbHBIH ABTOMOOMJILHO-10POKHbII YHUBEPCUTET

Annomayus. Packpvimvl ocHoGHble 0COOEHHOCMU NPEen0dasanus UHOCMPAHHOZ0 A3bIKA @ BbICUUX
MEXHUYECKUX YYEOHbIX 3a6€0eHUsX, 0DOCHOBLIBAETNCS BAJNCHOCMb U AHATUBUPYETC COOePIHCAHUE
npoheccuoHarbHO-OPUEHMUPOBAHHO20 NOOX00A K OOVUEeHUI0 UHOCMPAHHOMY S3bIKY, XAPAKMepu3y-
IOMCA Nymu e20 peanu3ayuu 8 KOHMeKcme 8blCUle20 MeXHU4ecKko20 00pa308aHusl.

Knrouesvle cnosa: unocmpanuulii  A3bIK, KOMHEMEHYUs, NPOPECCUOHATbHO-OPUCHMUPOBAHHDILL
100x00.

HABYAHHSI THO3EMHOI MOBU MAWBYTHIX IH)KEHEPIB:
IMPOPECIMHO-OPIEHTOBAHUM MIIXIJT

0.0. YeBnuenoBa, BUKJIAAa4,
XapkiBcbKHUil HANIOHAJIBLHUIT ABTOMOOLILHO-10POKHIli yHIBepcUTeT

Anomayia. Po3xpumi ocno8ni 0cobausocmi 8UKIA0AHHS THO3EMHOI MOBU Y BUWUX MEXHIYHUX HABYa-
JAbHUX  3aKAA0AX, OOIPYHMOBYEMbCS — BANCIUGICMb MA  AHANIZYEMbCA  3Micm  npogheciiino-
OpieHmo8an02o nioxody 00 HABYAHHA IHO3EMHOI MOBU, XAPAKMEPUIYIOMbCA WIIAXYU 1020 peanizayii 8
KOHmMeKCmI U0l MexHiYHOoI 0ceimu.

Knrouoei cnosa: inozemna moea, KomnemeHnyis, npogheciiino-opicHmosanutl nioxio.

Introduction exchange activities, European integration, the

process of imparting the world’s values — all

Topicality of the article is predetermined by the
necessity of improving quality of the training
provided to future specialists and dramatic
changes that occur in the process of globaliza-
tion. Modern society sets new requirements for
personal qualities and professional skills of in-
dividuals, namely: the level of social adaptation,
education and special training, creativity, gen-
eral cultural level. The growing role of cultural

these factors contribute to the demand for for-
eign linguistic proficiency of future specialists.
As a result there is the necessity of using effec-
tive approaches to teaching a foreign language
as a compulsory discipline at higher technical
school, implementing innovative educational
technologies and methods into the learning pro-
cess, which contribute to the formation of for-
eign language skills of professionally oriented
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communication on the basis of the acquired sys-
tem of knowledge.

Recent Papers Review

The problem of finding ways to improve foreign
language teaching at higher technical school is
not new for researchers. The works published in
the 60-80-ies of the 20th century are devoted
mainly to teaching grammar [1], lexical aspects
of the specialty in a foreign language
(I. Berman, Z. Burova, V. Bukhbinder) and
reading foreign professionally-oriented literature
(A. Veize, T. Dridze, Z. Klychnikova,
H. Rohova, S. Folomkina). When the works
mentioned above are focused on the preparation
of narrow-purpose specialists [2], which are able
to work with printed information resources, the
extension of international professional contacts
(the late 90s of the twentieth century — the be-
ginning of the twenty-first century) shifted the
emphasis in teaching foreign language at higher
school onto the problem of forming oral com-
munication skills of future engineers in the con-
text of professionally-oriented communication.

Problem Setting

The purpose of the article is to investigate the
peculiarities of professionally-oriented approach
to foreign language teaching and the ways of its
implementation in the context of higher tech-
nical education.

Problem Solution

Current trends of modern higher education are
characterized by professionalization. Profes-
sionalization of foreign language teaching is
aimed at preparing specialists who are able to
use a foreign language as a tool of professional
interaction and awareness; it implies intercon-
nection between the content of foreign language
teaching and the needs of practical activities,
into which the future specialists can be involved.

Modern professionally-oriented approach to for-
eign language teaching implies that students ob-
tain the abilities to communicate by means of a
foreign language in specific professional, busi-
ness, scientific spheres and situations regarding
the peculiarities of professional thinking under
the condition of arranging motivational incen-
tive activities and tentative research activities
[2]. Professionally oriented teaching is aimed at
personal and professional development. The pri-

ority activity direction is personality-oriented
paradigm of teaching, which is based on consid-
ering personal qualities and interests of students
and facilitates their further development. Organ-
izing personality-oriented foreign language
teaching is a process of creating the pedagogical
conditions for active expansion of students’
communicative competence and the formation
of their subjectness in the process of personality
oriented developmental interaction in the
system «teacher-student» at higher education
institutions.

The ways of implementing personality oriented
foreign language teaching include [1]: selection
of teaching materials adapted to the age and in-
terests of students; using authentic textbooks in
foreign language teaching; personification of
teaching materials; managing the process of
communication through role-playing; creating a
positive emotional atmosphere in the classroom;
taking into account students’ right to choose
their own ways to fulfil educational tasks; en-
couraging positive accomplishments in foreign
language learning; teaching research methods;
comparing the realities of native and foreign
languages.

It should be noted that teaching professionally
oriented foreign language communication at
higher technical school is carried out under ac-
tivity-based approach that involves developing
intellectual and creative activities of the students
based on using internal potential, uncovering
needs, aptitudes and abilities [3].

Enhancing student learning in the process of
foreign language teaching can be achieved by
special arrangement of teaching material, the
development of specific teaching forms and
methods as well as through mobilizing potential
and creative abilities of students and using them
effectively.

Active teaching methods can be used to elimi-
nate inconsistencies between higher social de-
mands and the existing methods and techniques
of teaching foreign languages. One of such
methods is  professionally-oriented  role-

playing [4].

The more students communicate and speak a
foreign language, the better a practical lesson is
organized since the main goal of foreign lan-
guage learning is the ability to communicate by
means of this language. At the initial stage of
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learning a foreign language the preference is
given to monologic speaking with a gradual
transition to debates, discussions and disputes in
senior years. The latter methods are the most
important ones when it concerns teaching pro-
fessionally-oriented oral speech to students of
non-philological specialties.

Problem-based learning is an effective method
of rational organizing student learning activities
and optimizing foreign language teaching di-
rected to the formation of professionally-
oriented spoken communicative competence.

The problem-solving method is based on the
system of issues (problems, tasks), to which stu-
dents do not have ready answers. The essence of
student learning through problem solving lies in
creating situations that require seeking solutions
(problematic situations). Students will make
strong connections between concepts when they
learn facts and skills by actively working with
information rather than by passively receiving
information.

Considering communicative competence as the
goal and the result of teaching, it should be not-
ed that its acquisition is possible only under
condition of forming linguistic competence that
is a specific aspect of foreign language learning.

Mastering professional terminology as an inte-
gral component of functional competence is the
key to successful professionally oriented learn-
ing of a foreign language at higher technical
school. Engineering vocabulary can be efficient-
ly presented and practised in such usual ways as
trying to make true sentences about your partner
using one or more words from the list, miming,
guessing game, list dictation game and the defi-
nitions game.

Conclusion

Recently there has been an increasing tendency
to teaching professionally oriented aspect of for-
eign language communication, which is an im-
portant component of the educational activities

at higher technical school. Implementing profes-
sionally-oriented approach stimulates the stu-
dents’ motivation to learn and to improve their
learning activities aimed at acquiring foreign
language skills of professionally-oriented com-
munication; it ensures the required and suffi-
cient level of foreign linguistic proficiency of
future engineers in situations of professionally
oriented communication; it has positive effect
on the quality of students’ knowledge and skills;
it regulates mental activity of students, facili-
tates their intellectual development and encour-
ages independent and creative activities, fosters
using more sophisticated methods of solving
practical problems.
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