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THE ROLE OF THE EDUCATIONAL DISCIPLINE
"ETHNIC AND LANGUAGE PROCESSES IN UKRAINE"
IN STRENGTHENING NATIONAL IDENTITY

Contemporary Ukrainian society faces a number of challenges in the
socio-cultural sphere related to transformations in its ethnic, religious, social
structure, and the development of modern national identity in Ukraine.

The aim of studying the educational discipline "Ethnic and language
processes in Ukraine™ is the formation of students in-depth knowledge of
the history of ethnic and language processes in Ukraine in a diachronic
dimension and the determination of the ethnic and language structure of
the population, taking into account its territorial features, based on
achievements of contemporary Ukrainian social and humanitarian studies
and the involvement of a wide range of sources, primarily statistical
materials of population censuses.

One of the most important aspects of ethnic and linguistic processes
IS changes in the ethnic and linguistic structure of the population, which
occur under the influence of political and socio-economic factors. During
the period of statelessness, Ukrainians found themselves in the position of
a subordinate ethnic majority, while the Russian ethnic minority occupied
a dominant position.

A key feature of the ethnic and language processes of the Soviet era
in Ukraine was the replacement of Ukrainians and the Ukrainian-speaking
population with Russians and the Russian-speaking population. These
changes were the result not only of migration processes: the massive set-
tlement of Russians in Ukraine against the background of massive reset-
tlement of Ukrainians abroad, but also the result of assimilation processes:
linguistic and ethnic assimilation of Ukrainians [2].
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The most significant factor for Ukraine in the late twentieth century
was the acquisition of its own statehood, which led to formal changes in
status positions: the transformation of Ukrainians from a subordinate
majority (mass ethnic group) into an ethnic majority, and of the dominant
minority (Russians) into an ethnic minority.

More precisely, given the inertial influence of ethnic and linguistic
processes of the Soviet era and the lack of an effective ethnic and lin-
guistic policy of modern Ukrainian authorities, the declaration of indepen-
dence only gave impetus to the beginning of these transformations [3]. The
dominant position of an ethnic group is a determining factor in the domi-
nant status of its language and its influence on the linguistic environment
of the entire population.

The author suggests that the discipline includes both interactive
lectures wth the discussion of their materials, and presentations and
discussions at seminar classes, essay writing, and the use of contemporary
methodology of historical research in the students' own publications.
Studying the educational discipline "Ethnic and language processes in
Ukraine" develops intercultural competence. And intercultural competence
IS becoming a key to the successful socialisation of individuals in the
modern world, and is also an integral part of the training of any modern
specialist with a higher education [1].

The formation of such competence requires coordinated actions of
educators both secondary and higher education, based on the awareness of
cultural diversity, ethnic and linguistic structure of Ukraine, recognition of
the value of tolerance and intercultural approach with the respect to
Ukrainian national culture.
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HABYAJILHUI 3AKJIAJL SIK OJTHA
3 BU3HAYAJLHUX COLIAJIBHUX IHCTUTY LI
CYCINLILCTBA

HairioHanbH1 1IHHOCTI 0a3ylOThCS HAa CBITOBMX ILIIHHOCTAX 1 MiJAMO-
PSAIKOBaHI METI MPUEAHAHHS JO0 3arallbHOJMIOACHKOI KYJIbTYPH, OCKIIBKHU
HOpMaJibHa HalllOHAJIbHA CAMOCBIJIOMICTh BUIBHO CIPUMMAE BCi1 KYJIbTYp-
HO-IYXOBHI I[IHHOCTI JtoJicTBa. CaMe B TaKui Crocid MoeaHY€EThCS 3arajib-
HOJIIOJIChKE 1 HarloHaiabHE. ChOrOIHI KOKHOMY 3pO3yMLIO, 110 B3a€EMOIis
HaIl[lOHAJIBHOTO W 3arajJibHOJIIOJICBKOIO CTAaHOBUTH OCHOBY TpaJUIIii
dbopMyBaHHSI AYXOBHOTO CBITY MOJIOJUX TMOKOJIHb Y BHUXOBaHHI HapoOy,
HEe3aJIeKHO BI1JT KOT0 HAIlIOHAJIBHOT HAJIEAKHOCTI.

PO3BUTOK T'yMaHITapHOIO Mi3HAHHSA, PO3YMIHHSI KYJIbTypu (opmye
cnenu@iuHl MIXOAM 0 aHaNI3y Ta IHTeprperauii martepiany. Sk 10BO-
IUTh JOCBIiJ, BiJ (haxiBIsg ChOTOJHI BHUMAraeThCs OpPIEHTALlSl Ha JOCAT-
HEHHSI BUCOKOI Mpo@deciiHOi MailCTEpHOCTI, sIka Ma€ IMO€JHYBAaTUCH 13
IIUPOTOIO0 3HaHb 1 BMIHHSAM IIBUIKO OMaHOBYBaTHU HOBI ramysi. Ilemaror
HaOyBa€ CBO€ET MIHHOCTI JIMIIE TOJI1, KOJHM BIH JOCTaTHBO BOJIOJIE 3araib-
HOIO KYJBTYpPOIO: 3JJaTHICTh BIJIbHO M KPUTHUYHO MUCIUTHU, BIATBOPIOBATH
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