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UDC 348.147
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES THOUGH PROJECT
TECHNOLOGY
Voronova Y.M.

Kharkiv National Automobile and Highway University, Kharkiv

Recently, the interest of students of non-philological universities in teaching a
foreign language has been growing. It becomes obvious that decent English
language proficiency raises the candidate's rating for a vacant position and helps
professional growth.

The task of a teacher here is to maintain and develop students interest, to
increase learning activity. This requires the use of methods that allow not only to
improve the basic level of English proficiency, but also to simulate natural situations
that increases student’'s professional activities. Nowadays, the principle of
humanization of education, especially technical, is becoming one of the leading
ones, because the practice of teaching foreign languages requires certain
technologies that would ensure its implementation.

One of these technologies to have been widely used recently in teaching foreign
languages is the project method. And although this method isn't new, the project
method becomes an integrated component of a fully developed and structured
system of modern education.

The project is a set of actions specially organized by the teacher and
independently performed by students to solve a problem significant for the student,
ending with the creation of a product. Nowadays, the principle of humanization of
education, especially technical, is becoming one of the leading directions, because
the practice of teaching foreign languages requires certain technologies that would
ensure its implementation. Project method can be attributed to one of these modern
technologies, despite the fact that it is rooted in the past century.

The project method arose at the beginning of the 20th century, when the

thoughts of teachers and philosophers were aimed at finding ways to develop active
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independent thinking of a child. John Dewey (1850 — 1952), an American teacher
and psychologist, proposed a new system of school education at that time, according
to which the child's knowledge should have been acquired through independent
activity and personal experience [1]. At the same time, D. Dewey is distinguished
by a number of requirements for successful learning: the problematization of
educational material, the activity of the child, the connection between learning and
the child’s life, play, work.

The project method itself was developed by the American teacher
H.V. Kilpatrick as a practical implementation of the concept of instrumentalism by
J. Dewey [2], this method has been actively and very successfully developed in
foreign educational institutions.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, N. Krupskaya, S. Shatsky,
B. Ignatiev, V. Shulgin paid great attention to the project method. Teachers believed
that a critically revised method of projects could ensure the development of creative
initiative and students' independence in learning and would facilitate a direct link
between the acquisition of knowledge and skills and their application for solving
practical problems.

Today it is becoming obvious that this process should be carried out within the
framework of the concept of personality-oriented education, the content of which
includes axiological, cognitive, activity-creative and personality-semantic
components against the background of the integration of professionally oriented
education. The development of communicative competence of students of technical
universities using the project methodology involves resistance and on pedagogical
theories of learning self-initiation and self-commitment

Numerous studies have found that project activity acts as an important
component of the system of productive education and represents a non-standard,
non-traditional way of organizing educational processes through active methods of
action (planning, forecasting, analysis, synthesis) aimed at implementing a
personality-oriented approach.

Thus, the main goal of the project method is to provide students with the
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opportunity to independently acquire knowledge in the process of solving practical
problems or problems requiring the integration of knowledge from various subject
areas. The teacher in the project is given the role of coordinator, expert, additional
source of information.

By project method, we mean a comprehensive educational method that allows
students to be independent in planning, organizing, correcting and monitoring their
activities. Unlike other technologies practiced in universities, the project
methodology gives the teacher an opportunity to include students in real
communication, the most saturated with foreign contacts, which are based on
research activities, collaboration and see its real results, form a secondary linguistic
personality and its professional competence.

The application of the project method is extremely relevant in higher education.
Indeed, it is precisely at the stage of establishing the communicative and professional
competence of students of technical specialties of universities that the independent
use of foreign languages in higher education comes to the forefront as a means of
obtaining new information, enriching the vocabulary, expanding linguistic
knowledge, and applying them in future professional activities [3].

Thus, the main goal of the project method is to provide students with the
opportunity to independently acquire knowledge in the process of solving practical
problems or problems requiring the integration of knowledge from various subject

areas.
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