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Social networks and internet chats as additional tool for languages

training

It is obviously that nowadays neither middle-aged nor young generations can
exist without Internet services such as Google, Wikipedia, Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp, Viber, Badoo, Instagram and so far and so on. Social networks and chats
enable us to communicate with each other from everywhere and every time we need,
we can search any information immediately and can reach the four corners of the
earth with the help of Internet. We can make online researches, get breaking news,
share our ideas and emotions, and even can participate competitions, conferences and
workshops. The possibilities are impressive. So, we shouldn’t skip the opportunity to
use Internet advantages while we teach languages to international students.

Normally, multimedia technologies are widely used at modern language
departments of Ukrainian universities. Language teachers combine traditional and
modern textbooks with audio- and video-lessons as well as with Power Point
presentations. The result of such combination is increasing of students’ interest in
studying, increasing of their motivation and, as consequence, increasing of their
knowledge. There is an old Finnish proverb: “Those things you learn without joy
you will forget easily.”

Eberly Center of Carnegie Mellon University made the research concerning

the students lack interest or motivation and gave the recommendation how to handle
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this problem [1]. Among these recommendations there is connection to student’s
personal interests. All of us, teachers, know that students like to surf the Internet and
they love to chat, and many of them are really addicted to their gadgets. During the
class it is possible to prohibit the usage of electronic devices but after class it is
unreal. So, instead of to struggle with electronic devices we decided to use this
addiction to language benefit. There are some of ways we have been using social
media and chats as extra-curriculum language activity:

1) a teacher creates WhatsApp or Viber group and adds his/her students. In this
group a teacher shares funny pictures with quotes in the language of training, shares
short jokes or new vocabulary with pictures, discusses topics, as well as all students
can do the same. Also if there are some mistakes in students’ posts, it is possible to
copy students’ messages to personal chats and correct the mistakes explaining the
rule. Our experience shows that students enjoy such chats very much and they
memorize a lot of things during this activity.

2) a teacher creates Facebook group and shares news from media resources of
the country which mother language is being studied. Students read news in working
language in different genres, learn new terminology. Reading increases the literacy
and ability to beautifully express their thoughts, trains memory.

3) a teacher advices to students who have problems with communications to
register on Badoo. Students can choose option to communicate or find new friends.
The main function of this application that students can see and communicate with
people who live in their area, such as university or dormitory. They can find more
new friends and chat in language of training, discuss university life, sport life, make
an appointment at a café or cinema. All this helps the student improve language of
training.

4) a teacher offers students to publish photos and videos in instagram. This is
an easy way to talk about what is happening next to you.

Foreign students can publish :

- the sights of the city, friends can comment in language of training and getting

acquainted with the city in which they live.
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- publish food photos as part of the national culture. If you come to another
country, then try to taste the local dishes. Students can describe the ingredients and
share taste delights.

- publish sport life. Life in a new country means that a student can try different
kinds of local sports. Students from southern countries who have never seen snow
and first go skiing are happy to share their emotions and in the comments motivate
their friends to do sports and lead a healthy lifestyle.

A teacher should initiate topics for communication in social networks and
constantly increase the vocabulary of students.

As every strategy our strategy of using Internet resource as additional learning
tool has profs and cons. There are some profs:

- Easy communication between teacher and students

- High motivation because of the interesting activity

- Students can initiate discussion

- Easy to correct mistakes and proofread posts

- Students comment on publications using slang because they see and
learn how their friends do

- Easy to remember new words.

The cons are as follows:

- Sometimes there is a risk to share personal content, that is why it is
better to create the separate group in FB than to add students to your personal friend
list and that is why it is more convenient to use chats

- Not all teachers have enough time to communicate with students in
social networks.

Social networks and chats make it possible to extend the educational
environment to the daily life of students; significantly expand the educational process
in space and time. Students are becoming more interested in communicating in the
language of training, there is an incentive to self-education, the achievement of new
results. Students quickly remember typical and frequently used phrases in everyday

life and adapt better in a new cultural environment.
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Pa3BuTHe KOMMYHUKATHBHOI KOMIIETEHIINH HHOCTPAHHBIX CTY/IEHTOB
B Mpolecce U3y4YeHusi Kypca —

«HTEepaKTUBHBIH NPAKTHKYM 110 PYCCKOMY fA3BIKY»

[IpenomaBanue PycCKOTO s3bIKa HMHOCTPAHIIAM B YKPAaWHCKUX By3ax —
npo0semMa akTyalibHasl JjIsi COBPEMEHHOTO oOpa3oBaHms. Bo3HMKaeT 0OBEKTHBHAS
HEOOXOJMMOCTh  COBEPUICHCTBOBATH  MPEINOJAaBaHUE PYCCKOrO0  sI3bIKa  Kak
WHOCTPAHHOT'0, HAXO/ISICh B KOHTEKCTE OCHOBHBIX TECHACHITUN Pa3BUTHS 00pa30BaHUS
MHUpOBOT0. BaskHOU 3a/aueii 00yueHHsI pyCCKOMY SI3BIKY sIBIIIeTCS (DOpMUPOBaHUE U
pa3BUTHE y  CTYACHTOB-MHOCTPAHIIEB  KOMMYHUKATHBHOW  KOMIICTCHIIHH,
oOecrieuynBawNiel ycnemHoe oOIeHne, Ha OCHOBE CO3HATEIbHOTO YCBOCHHS
SI3BIKOBOM CHCTEMBI PYCCKOTO si3bIKa. « DOpMHpPOBaHHE KOMMYHUKATHBHBIX YMCHHM
HEBO3MOXKHO 0€3 oBmageHuss (POHETHUYECKUM, TpaduuecKuM, JIEKCUYECKUM U
IrPaMMaTHYCCKUM aCMEKTaMH pPEUEBOW JEATEIBLHOCTH, 0€3 YCBOCHHUS CHCTEMBI
pycckoro si3bika» [3]. KoMMyHUKaTHBHAas KOMIICTCHIUSI MPEAIOIaracT yMEHHUE
MOJIb30BAThCS BCEMM BHJIAMU DPEUEBOW JICSITEIBHOCTU (CIIyIIaHUEM, TOBOPECHHEM,
YTEeHUEM, MHUCHhMOM) KaK €CTECTBEHHBIM CPEJCTBOM OOIIEHUS C COOJIOeHUEM
SI3BIKOBBIX M CTHUIMCTHUECKUX HOPM PYCCKOTO s13bIKa. B TO e BpeMs KOMMYHUKAIIHS
MOXET  OCYHIECTBISATHCA  JIMIIb B  CAydyae 3HAaHUS €€  yYaCTHHKaAMU
OKCTPATMHTBUCTUYECKON HH(POPMAIIUH, TOITOMY H3YYCHHE HHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKa

CBSI3aHO C YCBOGHHEM OCOOEHHOCTEH W TMOHSITHH, XapaKTePHBIX IS KYJIbTYpHI



