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The usage of “choice board” at second language classes

An excellent way to increase student ownership of learning in your classroom
1s to use of choice boards.

Choice boards allow students to choose how they will learn. Structured like a
Tic-Tac-Toe board, choice boards offer a series of activities that focus on students’
specific learning needs, interests, and abilities. Students decide which activity they
are most comfortable completing first, and once they master it, they can move on to
more challenging activities.

Choice boards are easily adapted across disciplines and grade levels, and give
students an opportunity to showcase the skills they’ve mastered, practice new content
and skills, and extend their learning.

How to Create a Choice Board

o I[dentify the instructional focus and learning outcomes of a unit of study.
What do you want students to know and be able to do by the end of the unit?
e Determine student readiness, interests, learning styles, and needs using

assessment data, student surveys, and learner profiles.
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e Design nine different tasks that meet your students’ various interests,
needs, and learning styles determined in Step 2. Arrange each task so it has its own
grid on the Tic-Tac-Toe board.

e Select one required task for all students. This task should be placed at the
center of the board.

e Ask your students to complete three tasks, one of which must be the one
in the middle. Students should complete their tasks in a vertical, horizontal, or
diagonal Tic-Tac-Toe row.

In addition to providing student ownership, choice boards are a great way to
differentiate instruction. Here are ways to adapt choice board activities to better
support students in your classroom.

Adaptations to the Activity. Allow students to choose which three activities
they want to complete even if they do not complete a Tic-Tac-Toe row.

Work with students to determine specific tasks based on their abilities and
learning needs.

Design different choice boards based on learning style (e.g., visual, kinesthetic,
and auditory learners each get their own boards, or one choice board can include
three tasks from each category) or type of student population (e.g., English Language
Learners, students with special needs, gifted and talented learners).

Create choice boards based on the three learning domains (cognitive, affective,
and psychomotor) so students can develop skills and knowledge in each area.

Add additional spaces to your choice board to increase the number of
opportunities students have to demonstrate their learning and practice skills.

Apart from traditional homework tasks based on lessons delivered in the
classroom, there is still a myriad of activities students can do by themselves to
practise their second language, learn to work independently, and take responsibility
for their own learning. Learner autonomy is in fact one of the most important things
we can promote if we really want to get our students ready for the ongoing, life-long

language learning endeavour.
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Here are some advantages of usage choice board to practise all four skills as
well as grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation:

e Students can choose the tasks based on their personal interests, or areas
they feel they need more work on, which should result in extra motivation.

e In the process of choosing an activity, students will be taking into
account the skills and language items that are being practised in class, but also what
is relevant to them, especially when they can connect the task with their own life.

e The activities in the board are also flexible as far as proficiency level is
concerned, which means that students can work at their own performance level.

o A few tasks have been designed so that they can be used later in class,
resulting in excellent materials based on students’ interests which can be introduced

in different lessons later in the year.
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JIIHrBOKPaiHO3HABCTBO K KOMIIOHEHT iHTEr'POBAHOI0 HABYAHHS iHO3eMHHUX

MOB

BukopucranHs pi3HUX BUIIB JISUIBHOCTI, OMOpa Ha MDKIIPEAMETHI 3B’SI3KU
HiABUILYE €PEeKTUBHICTh 3aHATh, aKTUBI3Y€ YUHIB, CIIOHYKa€ iX O CaMOCTIHHOCTI,
NOTIUOIIIOE M PO3MIMPIOE THTEPEC JI0 MPOIIECY OBOJIOAIHHS MOBOIO. OCOOJIMBO BEIUKE
3HAYCHHS B OpraHi3allli IHTErpOBAaHOTO HAaBYaHHS MA€ JIIHTBOKPATHO3HABYMI aCIIEKT,
AKUWA Tiepedoavyac 3HAHOMCTBO Y4YHIB 3 HOBOIO JIsi HUX KyibTypor. Ilupoka i
MOCIIZIOBHA Omopa Ha (akTH KyJAbTYpH KpaiHW JOCTIAKYBAaHOI MOBH IIiJIBHIILY€E
OCBITHIO Ta PO3BUBAJIbHY POJIb IHTErPOBAHOTO HABYAHHS.

Mera 1i€i crarti — 3’4CyBaTH pPOJb JIIHTBOKPAiHO3HABCTBA Mia  dYac

IHTETPOBAHOI'O0 HABYAHHS 1HO3EMHHUX MOB.



