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It goes without saying that works of art influence people. The term "fine
art" refers to an art form practised mainly for its aesthetic value and its beauty
("art for art's sake™) rather than its functional value. Fine art is rooted in drawing
and design-based works such as painting, printmaking, and sculpture [1,138].

If we want children to value art, we must give them access to do it earlier.
Moreover, fine art can be used to develop communicative competence of
primary school learners. Lessons based around works of art have many benefits
for both the teacher and the students. Due to this, we can highlight some samples
of using fine art to develop communicative competence.

1. Responding to art can be very stimulating In its simplest form this
might be describing a painting, using vocabulary, which was studied earlier. For
example, the well-known ‘grammar auction’ activity can be redesigned as an art
auction, where students have to say a sentence about some works of fine art and
then the rest of students reply or teacher can ask the students to bring in a
photograph they have taken and ask other students to describe and evaluate. In
such way, we may also develop learners’ peer feedback.

2. Using art provides a useful change of pace. While many teachers use

visual images to introduce a topic or language item, actually asking students to
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engage with and respond to the piece of art can encourage students to become
involved on quite a different level.

3. Creating works of art can be very motivating. It is a very common
problem teachers usually face with, that some children may resist expressing
themselves or letting others know what is going up in their minds, feelings and
thoughts, for many different reasons. Another problem in young learners ELT
classes is attracting their concentrations. Children can easily get distracted,
everything around them can soon get their attention away. One considerable
solution for this problem seems to be using posters, flashcards and simple
drawings and paintings children can create themselves, as concrete subjects.
This is great opportunity for students whose progress in speaking is quite low to
express their thoughts through art. [3, P. 106].

Art is one of the most interesting game for young learners to improve their
creativity and awareness. It is a great way to practice listening skills and get
students moving. For example, teacher may use some paper and something to
write with crayons, markers or whatever teacher happen to have on hand. While
playing teacher should give directions for what to draw. For example, “Draw a
line here.”, “Draw a circle in the top left corner.”. Students will get a great
review of vocabulary—especially colors, shapes and prepositions of
location [4].

Conducting a research on memory and vocabulary memorization,
Thornbury suggested a number of techniques among which one sounds to be
supportive to our idea of the usefulness of spending time on tasks demanding
learners to “draw”. He suggests to visualize a picture for a new word or to link
an abstract word with some mental image [2,98].
But there are some of the common problem using elements of fine arts :

As we all know, art is very subjective and therefore we may be faced with
students who are reluctant to engage with these type of art.
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v' Students (and teachers!) may not perceive some art-related activities to be useful

for language learning.

To sum up it is important to say that art-based tasks are considerably
important to improve learners’ creativity and to create a learning atmosphere far
from pressure and strictness, but as much important is to provide teachers with
the knowledge of the critical role art. It seems highly necessary to integrate
giving awareness to teachers about taking serious artistic tasks in the teaching
process. This information can be transmitted to ELT teachers for young learners
as part of the teacher training courses while hiring novice teachers, and as
workshops later during their professional carrier and for teachers already

holding the job.
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